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Ot7TLIJB or TBII OOll'l'kOVZBSY. 5 

Bpaniarda at tba mission settlement.e, and under their direction 

and supervision engaged in agriculture or other occupations. 

The prodoce of theee toWil.8 and settlements, especially the 

tobacco of Upata and the cattle and bides from the missions, 

became the principal exporte of the Spanieh colony. A fort wae 

placed on the south bank of the Cuyuai, oppoeite the Curumo. 

The Spaniards also maintained an occupation of the lower 

Orinoco, which gradually developed until at the end of this 

period there were five poets at inte"als on the banks of the river 

or its islands below the old Bite of Santo Thome. Above that 

point waa the capital, Angostura, and the important settlements 

of Suay, Piaooa and others, all on the eoutb of the Orinoco. The 

loweet of the five poet.a on the river was a pilot station on 

Papagoe Island, a abort distance above the river mouth. 

'fhe dispute between Spain and the Netherlands as to the 

po8888-eion of territory west of the falls of the Cuyuni, in the 

interior, and of Eseequibo, on lhe coast, first aroee on the 

occasion of tile sta­tioning of a trading agent by the Dutch in 

the Cuyuni at a point about fifty miles from its mouth, or from 

thirty-five to forty miles above the falls which marked the limit 

of D11tch settlement. The Spanish Commandant of Guayana, 

asserting that this was an intrutdon upon Spanish territory, 

destroyed the poet in 17158 and madeprieonersof the occupants, 

upon which the Netherlands made a remonstrance. The Dutch 

remonstrance was not presaed, and no attention was ever paid to 

it by Spain, which thereafter maintained an active patrol of the 

interior and of the coast territ.ory to the limits of Dutch 

settlement. 

In 1810 Venezuela declared her independence of Spain, and 

after a protracted war obtained its recognition. 

By the final Treaty of Peace and Recognition between 

Vene­mela and Spain, dated March 80, 1845, Spain "renounces 

for her­eelf, her heirs and succeesors the sovereignty, rights and 

action which she baa upon the American territory kllown under 

the 
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by Venezuela in the Treaty of Arbitration is concerned, no exten­

sion of Dutch settlement or control beyond the boundaties here­

tofore named has brought the Dutch occupation during this 

period within the t.erma of the rule, and that the boundaries 

existing in 1814 are, therefore, the same as tboee existing in 

1648. 

No question as to the boundary arose between Venezuela and 

Great Brit.ain until 1841, when the British Surveyor Schomburgk 

set up boundary post& along a certain line, afterwanla known as 

"the Schomburgk: line," upon territory to which Venesuela 

claims titla.. Upon the proteet of Venezuela, Great Britain dis­

claimed any intention of aasertin& dominion by the placing of the 

poet&, and removed them. A negotiation between Lord Aberdeen 

and Sefl.or Fortique thereupon took place in reference to the 

boundary, which, however, came to no res11lt. 

As to the period from 1814 to 1897, Venezu,1Ja contends that, 

under the terms or tbs Treaty by which the Arbitrators were 

direct.ad to "investigate and ascertain the extent of the territories 

belonging to, or that might lawfully be claimed by, the Unit.ad 

Netherlands or by the Kingdom of Spain respectively at the time 

of the acquisition by Great Britain of the Colony of British 

Glliaoa," the consideration of act& performed by Great Britain 

subsequent to this period is excluded, in so far 1\11 the q11eetion of 

establishing the title by adverse holding ie concerned. 

The apprehension of attempts to occupy the territory in dispute 

led, in 1860, to an exchange of notes between the two partiee, 

embodying an agreem11nt on the part of each not to occupy or 

encroach upon the territory in dispute. Charl(ee have been made 

on one side or the other of violations ot the agree1Dent, and, in 

consequence of Great Britain's refusal to withdraw her stations 

and officials from the disput.ed territory, diplomatic relations were 

broken oil by Ven8llluela in 1887. The agreement bas never been 

abrogated, however, and was appealed to by Great Britain as late 

u Ule year laat mentioned.
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